KASTNER-BROPHY RACING         

                      TRIUMPH VITESSE
PREPARED BY “KAS” KASTNER FOR THE 1971 TRANS-AM SERIES

DRIVEN BY CARL SWANSON

· ROAD AMERICA 7/17/71    – 11TH
· OLETHE KANSAS 7/25/71  – DNF

· RIVERSIDE 10/3/71           – DNF 

· LAGUNA SECA 10/16/71    – DNF

SPONSORED BY BRITISH LEYLAND 

· KASTNER PURCHASED THE CAR IN ENGLAND AND BRITISH LEYLAND ARRANGED TRANSPORTATION TO THE US AND PROVIDED RACE PARTS

· AFTER THE 1971 TRANS-AM SEASON, TRIUMPH DECIDED NOT TO IMPORT THE VITESSE MODEL AND WITHDREW THEIR SUPPORT

SOLD AFTER THE 1971 TRANS-AM SEASON  

· RACED IN SOUTHEAST AS A B SEDAN WITH MANY WINS AND SEVERAL TRIPS TO THE SCCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

· RETURNED TO TRANS-AM CONFIGURATION  IN 1988 AND VINTAGE RACED ON THE EAST COAST UNTIL ITS RETURN TO CALIFORNIA IN 2009 

    1969 TRIUMPH VITESSE 

         * 6 CYLINDER TRIUMPH 2 LITER (GT6) ENGINE

         * SPECIAL 5 SPEED TRANSMISSION

         * INDEPENDENT REAR SUSPENSION

         * FOUR WHEEL DISC BRAKES

         * WEBER 45 DCOE CARBURETORS   

WITH VERY LITTLE DEVELOPMENT TIME, THE FOUR 1971 TRANS-AM RACES ENTERED RESULTED IN THREE DNF’S 



THE VITESSE WAS FAST AND QUALIFIED WELL BUT BURNED OFF THE REAR TIRES HALFWAY THROUGH THE RACE.  THE MECHANICAL FAILURES USUALLY CAME WHILE PUSHING TO CATCH UP AFTER THE PIT STOP TO CHANGE TIRES.     


KASTNER-BROPHY TRANS-AM TRIUMPH VITESSE

With plans to import their new 6 cylinder Triumph Vitesse to the United States, British Leyland thought it was great when Kas Kastner approached them with his idea to build a car for the under 2.5 Trans-Am Series to compete with the Datsun 510, Alfas, and BMW’s.  With the Triumph factories help, Kastner purchased a Vitesse in England and British Leyland paid to have the car flown over to the new Kastner-Brophy race shop in Southern California.   The in-line six cylinder engine with three Weber carburetors gave the Triumph more than enough power and an impressive sound.  It made its Trans-Am debut at Road America in July of 1971 where it qualified 6th and finished in 11th place.  That was the only finish credited.  Carl Swanson who was a successful Triumph driver was drafted to drive the Vitesse.  Three other Trans-Am races entered at Olathe, Kansas, Riverside and Laguna Seca were all shown as DNF’s.  The car was very fast and qualified well with a 1st at Riverside, but had problems with tire wear and engine failures. Whether it was the less than impressive results or the decision not to import the Vitesse into the United States, the factory withdrew their support.  That ended the Trans-Am effort for the Vitesse and it was sold to Ric Cline who took the car to Florida where he ran the car in SCCA races as a B sedan.  It qualified for the National Championships in 1973, 1974, 1975 and 1976 with the best finish a 3rd place.  It was successfully raced as a B Sedan in the Southeast from 1973 until 1986 by Kline and later Arno Frosh.  In 1988 it was sold to Ralph Thomas, who ran it in Vintage events until it was sold to Butch Gilbert in 2009.  
